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Brief History of AWC in Malaysia 

• Taej Mundkur from Wetlands 
International Malaysia office, 
meet up with Kanda Kumar in 
1998 and requested him, as BCC 
Chairman, if BCC could help 
organise and also be the national 
coordinator for NGOs in Malaysia, 
as at that time only Perhilitan 
(DWNP) was involved, and 
collected only limited data. BCC 
through the MNS branch network 
requested all branches to conduct 
the AWC in January 1999 and 
submit their data to MNS HQ.  
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GROUP / SPECIES   

                                                      

                                                              

    Grebes                                                         

1 LC little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis         24 8                                         32 

    Subtotal   0 0 0 0 24 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 32 

    Cormorants & Darters                                                         

2 LC Little Cormorant P. niger         5                                           5 

3 NT Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster                                           2         2 

    Subtotal   0 0   0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 7 

    Herons & Egrets                                                         

4 LC Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinesis       3 3                   2 2                     10 

5 LC Cinnamon Bittern I. cinnamomeus       1     1                 1             4       7 

6   Black Bittern  I. flavicollis        1                                             1 

7 LC black-crowned night heron Nycticorax nycticorax   10   7 20 20 31 1 2                                   91 

8 LC Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii           10                                         10 

9 LC Chinese Pond Heron A. bacchus                       1                             1 

10 LC Javan Pond Heron A. speciosa   2                                           1     3 

11 LC Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis     55 299 136 32 247 480           6 30 85   10       11   93     1484 

12 LC Striated (Little green) Heron  Butorides striatus   5 3 3 3 21 1 1 20 2         4         2   10     1   76 

13 LC Eastern Reef Egret Egretta sacra                                         1           1 

14 EN Chinese Egret E. eulophotes                         43       1     7             51 

15 LC Little Egret E. garzetta   100 11 14 249 491 971 21 35 21       25 4 30 6 5         2 40 10 10 2045 

16 LC Intermidiate Egret E. intermedia       1 9 5 337 35             6 3   8           21 3 3 431 

17 LC Great Egret E. alba   50 31 3 71 87 286 72 55 7   1 1 2     2 1         16 76 2 4 767 

18 LC Purple Heron Ardea purpurea       55 21   69 24                   12         7 2 2 2 194 

19 LC Grey Heron A. cinerea   20   107 138 6 3   26 6   4         3                   313 

    Unidentified pond heron         5 8   29 14             4                       60 

    Unidentified egret     10 1       65                 0                     76 

    Subtotal   0 197 101 499 658 672 2040 648 138 36 0 6 44 33 50 121 12 36 0 9 1 21 29 233 18 19 5621 

    Storks                                                         

20 NT Painted Stork Mycteria cinerea                       10                             10 

21 VU Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus            34 1 4 5             5 3 40                 92 

22   Asian Openbill  Anastomus oscitans         7     78                                     85 

    Subtotal   0 0 0 0 7 34 1 82 5 0 0 10 0 0 0 5 3 40 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 187 

    Geese & Ducks                                                         

23 LC Wandering Whistling Duck Dendrocygna arcuata                                              122 5     127 

24 LC Lesser Whistling Duck D. javanica       1 3 4                   1   19                 28 

25 LC Northen Pintail Anas acuta         1                                           1 

26   Garganey  A. querquedula         3                                           3 

    Subtotal   0 0 0 1 7 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 19 0 0 0 0 122 5 0 0 159 

    Rails, Gallinules & Coots                                                         

27 LC White-browed Crake Porzana cinereus       3                     1                       4 

28 LC White-breasted waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus       13 7   5 4             1 13       1     3 1     48 

29 LC Watercock Gallicrex cinerea       1     1               2 3                     7 

30 LC Moorhen Gallinula chloropus       9 4                     9   2         29 3     56 

31 LC Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio       14 10                     24             4       52 

    Subtotal   0 0 0 40 21 0 6 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 49 0 2 0 1 0 0 36 4 0 0 167 

    Finfoot & Jacanas                                                         

32 LC Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus                                                     0 

    Subtotal   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 



    Shorebirds - Waders                                                         

33 LC Black-winged stilt Himantopus himantopus         407 20                                   58     485 

34 LC Australian (white-headed) stilt H. leucocephalus           8                                         8 

35 LC Grey-Headed Lapwing V. cinereus         46 6   22                                     74 

36 LC Red-wattled Lapwing V. indicus       15 7 13 16 1       5     2     14                 73 

37 LC Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva 3 45   10 6           30     23       3 27 3 1     5     156 

38 LC Grey Plover P. squatarola   70                   268 416               3           757 

39 LC Little Ringed Plover Charadrius placidus 5       13                 10   10           1   33     72 

40 LC Kentish Plover C. alexandrius   1                     200               11           212 

41 NT Malaysian Plover C. peronii                         2             4 17     5     28 

42 LC Mongolian Plover C. mongolus   300       80     440   1082 1800 1500       40   835   21           6098 

43 LC Greater Sand Plover C. leschenaultii   60             220   120 200 2500       1   17               3118 

44 NT Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa   20                       30         0               50 

45 NT Bar-tailed Godwit L. lapponica   300             6   9 33 50 300         8               706 

46 LC Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus   60 44     8     60 6 1 513 2 35     1   4 7 1           742 

47 NT Eurasian Curlew N. arquata   30 7           40 50   4985 2 400                         5514 

48   Far Eastern Curlew  N. madagascariensis                         30 500                         530 

49 LC Redshank Tringa totanus   700 102     47     720   70 3 3       25   125               1795 

50 LC Marsh Sandpiper T. stagnatilis   50       1           73   10   2   11           9     156 

51 LC Greenshank  T. nebularia   60     1       2   2 1 9 20   4 2 5                 106 

52 EN Nordmann's Greenshank T. guttifer   10                   38             3               51 

53 LC Wood Sandpiper T. glareola 1       10 4               2 2 21   4           181     225 

54 LC Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus   600 2           153   77 11 1500       6   22   2           2373 

55 LC Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1 5 3 1 6 6 5 8 2     1 10 6         3 2 7 3   12 1   82 

56 NT Grey-tailed Tattler Heteroscelus brevipes                         7             5 3           15 

57 LC Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres   1             14       60           17   7           99 

58 VU Asiatic Dowitcher Limnodromus semipalmatus   40                                                 40 

59 NT Red Knot Calidris canutus   15                   3 100                           118 

60 EN Great Knot C. tenuirostris   300                   23                       1     324 

61 LC Sanderling C. alba                     14   100               2           116 

62   Temminck’s Stint  C. temminckii                               1                     1 

63 LC long-toed Stint C. subminuta         2       4             1                     7 

64 NT Red-necked Stint C. ruficollis   80             44     2 300       3                   429 

65 NT Curlew Sandpiper C. ferruginea   200             236     5 100                           541 

66 LC Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus   15             2                                   17 

67   Painted Snipe  Rostratula benghalensis         1 1                                         2 

68   Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago         1                                           1 

69   Ruff  Calidris pugnax         2                                           2 

    Unidentified shorebirds           1               2000 600                         2601 

    Unidentified snipe         4 5     2                                     11 

    Subtotal   10 2962 158 30 508 194 21 33 1943 56 1405 7964 8891 1936 4 39 78 37 1061 21 75 4 0 304 1 0 27735 

    Gulls, Terns & Skimmers                                                         

70   Brown-headed Gull  Larus brunnicephalus   290                                                 290 

71   Black-headed Gull  L. ridibundus   2                                                 2 

72 LC White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias hybridus         192   3   1     1                             197 

73 LC Whiskered Tern C. leucopterus   3     1 739     1 14                           42     800 

74 LC Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica                 3     1                             4 

75 LC Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia                       41                             41 

76 LC Common Tern Sterna hirundo                 28   100                               128 

77 LC Little Tern S. albifrons   3 15   41       6 3 97 1                             166 

    Unidentified terns     25                     400                           425 

    Subtotal   0 323 15 0 234 739 3 0 39 17 197 44 400 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 42 0 0 2053 

    Ibises & Spoonbills                                                         

78   Glossy Ibis   Plegadis falcinellus         1                                           1 

    Subtotal           1                                           1 

    Additional Species                                                         

                                                            0 

    Subtotal   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

    Total Individuals   10 3482 274 570 1465 1651 2071 767 2125 109 1602 8024 9335 1969 58 215 93 134 1061 31 76 27 187 588 19 19 35962 

    Total Group   1 3 3 4 9 6 5 4 4 3 2 4 3 2 3 5 3 5 1 3 2 3 3 5 2 1 9 

    Total Species   4 32 10 20 33 23 15 13 25 8 11 25 22 14 10 17 12 13 10 8 12 5 8 18 6 4 79 



    Non Waterbird Species                                                         

79   Eastern Marsh Harrier               7 2                                       

80   Aquila eagle                  1                                       

81   Black Kite               3                                         

82   Black-naped Oriole                     1                                 1 

83   Pied Triller                     1                                 1 

84   Golden-bellied Gerygone                     1                                 1 

85   Black-capped Kingfisher                     1                                 1 

86   Collared kingfisher                     1                                 1 

 



AWC 2017 - Malaysia 

• Total of 35,962 waders, shorebirds, waterfowl 

• Total of 79 species 
• Endangered: Far Eastern Curlew, Chinese Egret, Nordmann’s 

Greenshank, Great Knot 

• Vulnerable:  Lesser Adjutant, Asian Dowitcher, 

• Near-Threatened : Oriental Darter, Painted Stork, Malaysian 
Plover, Black-tailed Godwit, Bar-tailed Godwit, Eurasian 
Curlew, Grey-tailed Tatler, Red Knot, Red-necked Stint, Curlew 
Sandpiper 

 



Teluk Air Tawar – Penaga – Kuala Muda IBA, 
Penang 

 



IBA and Flyways Sites 
(including proposed sites) 

 1. Teluk Air Tawar – Penaga – Kuala Muda –     2962 
         nearly all Endangered or Threatened species are found or counted at this site 

         not being counted or recorded, Malaysian Plover, Oriental Darter, Painted Stock. 

  2.  Kapar Power Station Ash Pond -                   7964                    
           counted at this only during 2017 count,  Painted Stock, Caspian Tern,   

          and highest  count of Eurasian Curlew and Mongolian Plover 

  3.  Bako-Buntal Bay -                                            8891 
           and highest count of: Chinese Egret, Grey Plover, Kentish Plover, Greater       

           Sand Plover, Common Sandpiper, Sanderling and Red-necked Stint 

   

 
 



Some Rarites 
A Black Bittern, a single 
Northern Pintail , Three 
Garganeys and a Glossy Ibis 
were counted at Malim Nawar 
and Kinta Nature Park, Perak. 

 

 

 

Malaysian Plover 
The Malaysian Plover remains 
to be counted in higher 
numbers in Sabah and less so 
in Sarawak. None were 
counted on the east coast of 
West Malaysia this year. There 
are no reliable record of it on 
the west coast of the 
Peninsula. 



Bako Buntal Bay IBA 


